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President’s Message 
By Heidi Jensen 

 

Happy New Year! 2022 is starting out snowy and very cold. There are many in our 
community that have housing insecurity. Some are having trouble paying rent, some 
are living in their car, while others are living outside in the elements. Before I became 
a member of the ECHO Board, I knew of ECHO as the food pantry, but I was unaware 
of the many other services they provided. Housing assistance is a large part of 
ECHO’s services. Now, more than ever, those in need are looking to ECHO for help in 
acquiring a place to stay or in staying in their current housing situation. ECHO has 
several ways to help those in need. For those who qualify (Please go to echoja-
nesville.org for information) ECHO can provide emergency rent assistance, emergen-
cy lodging in the form of vouchers to local motels, rapid re-housing and referrals to 
area shelters. Grants and donations to ECHO help fund this vital outreach. The staff at 

ECHO works tirelessly to keep those in need out of homelessness. Thank you to the amazing ECHO staff! 
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ECHO needs volunteers to help out weekly  
in the pantry to pack the food orders during  
the hours of 9am to noon Monday - Friday.  

 
Please contact Fran at (608) 754-5333  

if you would like to volunteer. 



 

 

What Is Your Why? 
By Jessica Locher, Executive Director 

 

There have always been weekly staff meetings at ECHO, but they were primarily attended 
by our social service and administrative staff.  The past year has seen much change and 
transition at ECHO, whether through staffing turnover or the on-going pandemic. It be-
came clear that all of the staff at ECHO needed to meet to ensure we are all on the same 
page.  We now have a monthly meeting called ‘Coffee and Donuts’ where all 16 staff 
members meet for 30 minutes to go over important information and have a chance to get to 
know each other with an icebreaker question.  At our last ‘Coffee and Donuts’ meeting, I 
let the staff know what our next month’s icebreaker question was going to be in advance, 

as I thought it may take some  time to answer instead of the minute or two they normally have to answer. They 
will be sharing why they work at ECHO.  Most people work a job to provide basic needs for their families, but to 
work at a nonprofit like ECHO, it is more than just that.  This job is rewarding, but it can also be very stressful as 
we may often take on the traumas of our clients. 
 
There are many reasons why I work at ECHO and am still here almost 18 years later. When I decided to major in 
Social Work, I wanted to help provide services to the low-income population and work on the barriers to accessing 
services.  I saw the barriers people hit trying to access services. I wanted to be a part of the systematic change that 
was needed and to teach them fish instead of just providing the fish.  When I was picking an agency to complete 
my internship to complete my bachelor’s degree, I knew when I read ECHO’s mission that I had to do my intern-
ship there!  I still remember coming into ECHO for the internship interview with Karen Lisser back in Spring 
2004.  I was so nervous because I could not believe that I had never heard of ECHO before, even though I grew up 
in Milton, WI and had spent so much time in Janesville.  Karen and the staff were so welcoming; I could not wait 
to start my internship!  I love that we get to know our clients and provide so many different services to them and 
help them access other services we don’t provide.  I also love that the longer I have been at ECHO I am able to 
advocate more for change on a variety of levels.  The people (staff, volunteers and clients) also keep me coming 
back daily, knowing that the little touch ECHO has made on their lives helps “fill my bucket.” 
 
ECHO has also always recognized our staff and volunteers throughout the years. We cannot do the work of our 
mission without them.  One new way to recognize our staff is starting at our next ‘Coffee and Donuts’ meeting.  
Staff have been given a notepad labeled ‘ECHOVATION’ and requested to write down a positive thing they saw a 
staff member do that was above and beyond.  We will be starting something like this for the volunteers this year 
too. 
 
We would love to hear from current or past volunteers about why they chose to volunteer at ECHO.  Please email 
your “why” to jlocher@echojanesville.org.  More staff and volunteer “whys” will be shared in future newsletters 
along with some ECHOVATIONS. 
 
Thank you again for all your support in 2021! 

Heidi Jensen, President 
Asbury United Methodist Church 

 

Dori MacFarlane, Vice-President 
Community Representative 

 

Rick Mueller, Treasurer 
Community Representative 

Rita Milbrandt, Secretary 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 

Gloria Huschka, Member at Large 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 

 

Nancy Hansen-Bennett, Immediate Past President 
Cargill United Methodist Church 

2022 ECHO Executive Committee 

ECHO’s mission is dedicated to meeting housing, food and other 
basic human needs and addressing the barriers to self-sufficiency. 



 

 

Easter Baskets for Children 
 

ECHO will be packing and distributing Easter baskets to children who would otherwise go without during 
this most blessed holiday.   

  Items needed for the baskets are:  
 Children’s Easter baskets 
 Individually-wrapped candy 
 Plastic eggs 
 Plastic basket wrap 

Items can be dropped off at the ECHO Office during regular business hours Monday-Friday 9am-Noon or 
Monday-Thursday 1-4pm or by appointment by calling 754-5333.  Please drop off by April 8.   
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Save the Date 
 

April 24, 2022 
Cargill United Methodist Church 

(2000 Wesley Avenue, Janesville)  
 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/janesvillewi 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/janesvillewi


 

 

 
 
 
 

Name: Jackie Gavin 
 

How long have you volunteered at ECHO? 
4 years this coming spring. 
 

How did you get involved at ECHO? 
Fran invited me to come and help here. 
 

What do you do at ECHO? 
Many things: unloading the truck, packing food orders, breaking down pallets 
and crates of items to be used for our clients. 
 

What is your favorite thing about ECHO? 
The wonderful people I volunteer with.  Everyone is so nice and helpful.   
 

What is one thing about ECHO that surprised you when you started volunteering? 
First thing is how large the building is; from the outside it looked very small.  Also how many people we help here. 

www.facebook.com/
ECHOJanesville 



 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets - Thank you to the donors and 50 volunteers who 
came out to help pack and hand out the Thanksgiving baskets. The 
Thanksgiving Baskets provided food for 600 families. 
 
 

Adopt-a-Family (AAF) - On behalf of the ECHO clients, staff, and 
board, we would like to say THANK YOU to the donors who call ECHO 
every year to adopt a family, as well as the first time Adopt-A-Family do-
nors. With all the challenges everyone faced in 2021, our wonderful do-
nors still came together to adopt 54 families. Your generosity makes it 
possible to continue this great program year after year. 
 
 

Christmas Toys - Many thanks to those who donated cash or gift cards to 
help provide a Christmas for 342 children in need with the Christmas Toy 
Program.  Thank you also to the many wonderful ECHO elves who helped 
create goodie bags full of stocking stuffer items for each family to receive.  
 
 

Christmas Dinner - ECHO would like to thank the volunteers who came 
to the Christmas Dinner and helped serve 600 meals.  St. William Catholic 
Church graciously donated their space for the dinner.  ECHO would also 
like to give a big shout-out to our chef, Jon Gordon, and his volunteers 
who made all of the yummy food.  We are very grateful for the under-
standing of everyone as we continued the pivot from 2020 to carryout and 
delivery only due to COVID-19. We hope to see you at the Christmas 
Dinner on Sunday, December 25, 2022 at St. William Catholic Church. 
 
Festival Foods Turkey Trot - Thank you Festival Foods for sponsoring 
this amazing event! After switching to a virtual at-home event in 2020, the 
Turkey Trot came back stronger than ever with a new downtown location.  
This event provides support to our general services each year.  We are so 
appreciative of being a part of this event with the Boys & Girls Club of 
Janesville and YMCA of Northern Rock County.  
 
Daniel’s Sentry “Funds for Friends” Program - Thank you to everyone 
who supported the “Funds for Friends” program.  ECHO is blessed to 
have Daniel’s Sentry on Court Street as a supporter of this program as we 
enter 2022.  We are still in need of community support of this program.  
Please save your receipts from Sentry with a “Funds for Friends” sticker 
on each one.  Mail or deliver the receipts to ECHO at 65 S. High St., Ja-
nesville, WI 53548.  ECHO will receive 1% back based on the purchase 
price.  Remember, you have to ask the cashier for the sticker.  It is a good 
habit for 2022 when grocery shopping.  Thank you again for supporting 
ECHO and the “Funds for Friends” program.  
 
To the right are just a few of the many businesses and organizations who 
supported ECHO this past holiday season.  Photos from top to bottom: 
Velocity Multi-Sport & Cycling; QPS Employment Group; Target of Ra-
cine, WI; Coronapalooza; and Hallman Lindsay. We appreciate everyone's 
support but do not have enough space for every photo.   
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We send out info about ECHO via eblasts  around twice a month.   
You can sign up by going to our website at www.echojanesville.org  

http://www.echojanesville.org


 

 

William Balsley 
Norma Bluhm 
Debra Bowers 
David Brown 
Robin Clark 
Steven Corwin 
Rajean Erlien 
Ronald Feurer 
Dorothy Gilbertson 

Judy Helbing 
Casey Justice Horton 
Henry Joseph 
Bonita Kingsley 
Colleen Kunkel 
Greg McDonald 
Don Robinson 
Patrick Ryan 
Robert Sauer 

Kenneth & Ramona Scharine 
Bernard Seibert 
JoAnn Sinkhofer 
Dorothy & Charlie Smith 
Ginny Spors 
James & Norine Turner 
Melissa Anne Collins Winchell 
Kathy Wuksinich 
 

We thank you all for thinking of ECHO!   
Memorial and honorarium card packets are available at the ECHO office or through participating 
churches.  Each packet contains: 
 

1. An ECHO information sheet and envelope for you to mail or bring in your donation to ECHO. 
2. A postcard to send to the person or family to let them know that a donation was made to ECHO in honor  
or memory of the person you are remembering. 

In Honor: 
We join the families and friends in congratulating the following ECHO friends who were 
honored by donations in celebration of their birthday, anniversary, or special occasion. 

Jack & Donna Allord 
Rhonda Armstrong 
Willa Bagley 
Deb & Jim Brewer 
Martha & Jack Burnett 
Jack & Kris Burnett 

Brett & Kelly Lipetri 
Craig Lipetri 
JT & Ellie McCrone Family 
Mo & Chelsea McCrone 
Sue McCrone 
Kay & Dan Moore 

Mike Patch 
Sandy Peterson 
Don Shannon 
Luke’s Birthday 
Ruth Watt 
Mike Wimmer 

Since our last newsletter, we received contributions in memory of the following ECHO friends.  
Their families and friends are in our thoughts and prayers. 

In Memoriam: 

Hormel Compleats 
Ramen Noodles 
Pancake Mix and Syrup 

Jelly/Jam 
Dish Soap 
Paper Towels 

Shampoo 
Conditioner 
Feminine Products 
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□$30       □$60       □$120      □$250      □$500    □Other $___________ 
 

  Name: _____________________ Phone #: ___________ E-Mail: ________________________________ 
 

  Address: _______________________________________________________ Zip Code: ______________ 
 

 

 

Donations can also be made online at www.echojanesville.org 
 

Please send your donation or drop it off at ECHO, Inc., 65 S. High St., Janesville, WI 53548 
 

Your gift is tax deductible as provided by law.            Thank you for your support. 

We have homeless and hungry families in our community that need a roof over their heads to prepare food we provide.  

Will you please consider making a difference by donating to help those in need? 



 

 

Food and Fund Drives 
 

Special thanks to the following businesses and organizations that held food, fund and other drives: 

All Saints Church 

Amazon 

Aptiv 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

Bimbo Bakeries USA 

Bird’s Eye 

Cargill United Methodist Church 

Catholic Charities 

Chambers & Owen 

Church of Nazarene 

Country Quality Dairy 

Crystal Farms 

CVS Pharmacy 

Daniel’s Sentry Food 

Delta Kappa Gamma 

Dollar General 

Dvorak Landscaping 

E & D Water Works 

Emerald Grove United Congregational Church 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Family Dollar 

First Baptist Church 

First Congregational Church 

First Lutheran Church 

First Presbyterian Church 

Forward Dental 

Gardner Bakery 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Hedberg Public Library 

Hendricks Properties 

Hormel 

Hunger Task Force - Milwaukee 

IPMC/IPM Foods 

Janesville Family Dental Care 

Jones Dairy Farm 

KFC 

Kids Against Hunger 

Knute’s Bar & Grill 

Kwik Trip 

MacFarlane Pheasant Farm 

Menards 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

Nativity of Mary Catholic Church and School 

NHA-WIC 

Novares 

Olive Garden 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

Panera Bread 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Pepsi 

Premier Bank 

Retired & Senior Volunteer Program 

Rock County Jail Chaplaincy 

Rock Prairie Presbyterian Church 

Rotary Club 

St. John Lutheran Church 

St. John Vianney Church & School 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church & School 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

St. William Catholic Church & School 

Sam’s Club 

Stop-n-Go 

Sauk Valley Bank 

Schnucks 

Seneca Foods 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

Unitarian Church 

Walmart 
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3/26 Swing Into Spring                                               

Celtic House at Glen Erin Golf Course 

4/12-4/14 Children's Easter Basket Distribution   

at the ECHO Office 

4/24 CROP Hunger Walk                                                

6/6 Eat Out for Hunger                                                  

All day at participating restaurants 

8/19 School Supply Distribution                                

10/22 Empty Bowl Soup Fundraiser  

11/19 Thanksgiving Basket Distribution                                   

at the Rock Co. 4-H Fairgrounds  

ECHO Calendar of Events 

GO GREEN.  
REQUEST YOUR NEWSLETTER BY                                              

E-MAIL AT www.echojanesville.org 


