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Presidentôs Message 
By Dori MacFarlane 

 
My 94-year-old mom grew up during the depression. She was the second youngest of 
twelve children, and my grandpa died when she was young. My grandma was left    
trying to feed and care for her brood on her own. Although Grandma managed the best 

that she could, she did not make enough money to sustain a large family and she relied 
on assistance. Listening to some of my momôs stories makes my heart hurt for that  
little girl.  

When my grandpa was alive, he fed any hungry person that showed up at the door. 
They lived near the railroad tracks and somehow, every wandering man ended up   

seated at their table enjoying a home-cooked meal. After Grandpa died, my grandma was the one relying on  
others. The meals my mom remembers best were the ones where people carefully picked out what they were 
going to give them, the bags of groceries that made sense. It was obvious that empathetic people picked out the 

food and gave my grandma dignity by making sure that her children were eating well-balanced, delicious meals. 
Of course, this did not always happen, and my mom has certain foods that, to this day, she cannot tolerate. I  
often think about this when I donate canned goods and other food items to ECHO. If I donôt enjoy the food that 

Iôm donating, will someone else? I need to remind myself that the food that I am giving is being put into a    
grocery bag and being given to somebody else. If I donôt want to eat it, thereôs a chance that others wonôt either.  

We have donors who specifically go to the grocery store with the idea that they are buying meals for someoneôs 
family. They try to think about what their own family likes to eat and buy accordingly. One of our volunteers, 

Andy, likes to buy items that make full meals and bag them up with the recipe. That is such a thoughtful way to 
help out those who are going through a rough time.  

Remembering that each of our clients has dignity and deserves to have good quality, delicious meals is key 
when donating food items to ECHO. Try to picture a family around a dinner table enjoying the food that you so 

generously donated. That will truly warm your heart.  
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Executive Director Message  
By Jessica Locher, Executive Director 

 
Last year I talked about how affordable housing is a right for all and how it should 
not be a taboo topic. This year I am going to echo that again, as affordable housing is 
still a   major topic of discussion and need in Rock County. Affordable housing is a 
right that everyone should have no matter their socioeconomic status and it should 
also be safe and secure. ECHO is currently finalizing our next five-year strategic 
plan. Affordable housing is a very high priority in the plan. ECHO will continue to 
put a huge emphasis on our housing and homeless services as we have over the past 
20 years.   
 
ECHO opened the doors to its first transitional-living house in March 2020. The 

house was given to ECHO by the City of Janesville in 2019 through their tax foreclosure program. The Cityôs 
Neighborhood and Community Services department also provided funding to help rehabilitate the house into 
safe and sanitary conditions. The mission of ECHOôs Transitional Living Program (TLP) is to provide support 
for homeless families to establish independent lives and move from homelessness to permanent housing. The 
TLP provides up to 18 months of weekly case management and housing to qualified households. The programôs 
case management includes advocacy, support, and crisis services. To help families along on their journey,     
participants will also be required to set and progress on long- and short-term goals. Tenants will be provided 
individualized case management that is designed to help them obtain income and to prepare them to become 
renters in a market rate rental unit after the program ends. As necessary, ECHO will assist participants with   
accessing different services such as FoodShare, W-2, Social Security, and more.  
 
ECHO partnered with Wisconsin Partnership for Housing Development (WPHD) back in early 2022 and jointly 
applied for the Pay It Forward grant from the City of Janesville. The awarded grant has allowed WPHD to start 
building three brand new duplexes for ECHO to use as part of our TLP. Unfortunately, due to delays caused by 
COVID, the duplexes will not be ready to be occupied until later this year. We are still very excited to be able to 
work with six new families on their barriers to self-sufficiency. 
 
The City of Janesvilleôs Neighborhood and Community Services department reached out to us again in late 
Spring 2023 with another tax-foreclosed house that they were willing to donate to ECHO if ECHO would like 
to continue expanding the TLP. After researching the costs of rehabbing the house and seeking bids, ECHO  
decided to become homeowners again and accept the donation of the house. Rehab on the new house begins this 
month.  We are excited to announce the Janesville Foundation is providing a $25,000 matching grant for the 
new TLP house. Donations towards the TLP matching grant can be made online at https://echojanesville.org/
donate/ or sent by mail to 65 S. High St., Janesville, WI with TLP in the memo section of your check. Funding 
from the City of Janesvilleôs Neighborhood and Community Services department, the $25,000 matching grant 
offered by the Janesville Foundation and your donations will help cover the whole cost of rehabbing the home 
that will be ready for a family to occupy by Summer 2024. Any donations made in excess of the rehab costs will 
be used to maintain the units or assist with obtaining additional TLP units.  
 
The TLP is one of many housing/homeless services ECHO offers. I encourage you to set up a tour with Emily 
Arthur or me to learn more about ECHO and our mission of meeting housing, food and other basic human needs 
and addressing the barriers to self-sufficiency. Thank you again for all your support! 
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2024 ECHO Executive Committee 

Heidi Jensen, Immediate Past President 
Asbury United Methodist Church 

Dori MacFarlane, President 
Community Representative 

 
 

Rick Mueller, Vice-President 
Community Representative 

 

Dylan Thomas, Secretary  
Trinity Episcopal Church 

Gloria Huschka, Treasurer 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 

 

Rita Milbrandt, Member at Large 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 

Martin Huckstep, Member at Large 
Community Representative 
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Easter Baskets for Children 
 

ECHO will be packing and distributing Easter baskets to children who would otherwise go without during 
this most blessed holiday.   

  Items needed for the baskets are:  
Ò Childrenôs Easter baskets 
Ò Individually-wrapped candy 
Ò Plastic eggs 
Ò Plastic basket wrap 

Items can be dropped off at the ECHO Office during regular business hours Monday-Friday 9am-Noon or 
Monday-Thursday 1-4pm or by appointment by calling 754-5333.  Please drop off by March 18th 

 

ECHO, Inc. Online Auction 

All brand new items! Something for everyone!  
 

 
 

 

 
    
February 16th starting at 8am ï February 28th at 6pm 
 

   Auction Website: https://bit.ly/4bb9W2G 
 

      This is a fundraiser for ECHO, Inc.  
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Unfortunately, we have had multiple donations and 
packages stolen from our driveway.  
 
Please, do not leave any donations when we are closed.  

 
Donation Hours:  
M-TH 8:00am-4pm 
F 8:00am-12pm 

 

VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE 
 

1ST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 5PM 

TOUR THE BUILDING AND LEARN MORE 
ABOUT VOLUNTEERING AT ECHO 
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ECHO NEEDS 


